Clinical measurement.
Clinical measurement is performed using personal observations and from using instruments. Acts of clinical measurement yield data that inform patient care and research. This article reviews several purposes of clinical measurement, a number of clinical measurement tools, interpretation of clinical data, and measurement accuracy. Examples relevant to the work of family physicians are provided. Throughout, the purpose is to suggest that clinical measurement lies at the heart of patient care and research. Measurement deserves the attention of family physicians in all phases of their work.